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Editor-in-Chief
When I’m not putting together this fun little paper, I work downtown. You 
see fair bit of action working downtown 
as it tends to be incredibly busy, and the 
area I work in happens to be popular for 
protesting. Just this past Friday there was 
yet another demonstration held to protest 
climate change. I’m all for free speech, 
peaceful demonstrations, and taking care 
of the Earth, but aren’t we overdoing it a 
little on the climate change protests?
For one thing, Vancouver is already 
one of the greenest cities in the world. In 
fact, according to a Travel Insider article, 
Vancouver is second on the greenest 
cities of the world list, coming up behind 
Copenhagen, Denmark. There are also 
plans for the city to ban single-use plastic 
straws and cutlery by Earth day next year. 
Furthermore, this city has the lowest 
greenhouse gas emission per capita of 
any other North American city. I think 
it’s fair to say that Vancouver is already 
an incredibly eco-friendly city; I don’t 
really see the point in protesting climate 
change in a city that has already dedicated 
itself to rectifying the problem and has 
made great strides. It’s kind of hard not to 
sound like a broken record, plus everyone 
in Vancouver is already aware of climate 
change. If we really wanted to get to the 
root of the climate change issue, shouldn’t 
we be protesting the other countries that 
contribute more to pollution and carbon 
emissions such as China which contributes 
almost 27 percent of global emissions 
(compared to Canada’s 1.69 percent)? 
Another thing I take major issue with 
is the consequences of these protests. For 
example, after one of my managers had left 
work, due to the protests and the streets all 
being closed she was unable to drive home. 
She had to come back to work because all 
the idling she did made her car run out of 
gas, and I’m sure this was the case for many 
other people driving downtown that night. 
It’s ironic that a protest about climate 
change would make people stuck idling 
in their cars, releasing all those carbon 
emissions and contributing to the climate 
change problem rather than helping it, as 
a protest should. Surely there’s a better way 
to protest that doesn’t involve pollution.
I’m not saying all protests are useless 
or that they have no place. Public protests 
absolutely have their place in society and 
taking care of the planet is definitely a 
contentious issue that needs to be taken 
seriously. However, I think climate change 
protests in Vancouver should be revaluated. 
Is this really the best way to reach the 
goal? Perhaps organizations should limit 
the number of protests they hold so that 
they can be taken more seriously. When 
there is a protest almost every week, in 
my experience, people generally become 
dismissive of and irritated by them. 
Limes,
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The Other Press has been Douglas 
College’s student newspaper since 1976. 
Since 1978 we have been an autonomous 
publication, independent of the student 
union. We are a registered society under 
the Society Act of British Columbia, 
governed by an eight-person board of 
directors appointed by our staff. Our head 
office is located in the New Westminster 
campus.
The Other Press is published weekly 
during the fall and winter semesters, and 
monthly during the summer. We receive 
our funding from a student levy collected 
through tuition fees every semester at 
registration, and from local and national 
advertising revenue. The Other Press is a 
member of the Canadian University Press 
(CUP), a syndicate of student newspapers 
that includes papers from all across 
Canada.
The Other Press reserves the right to 
choose what we will publish, and we 
will not publish material that is hateful, 
obscene, or condones or promotes illegal 
activities. Submissions may be edited for 
clarity and brevity if necessary. All images 
used are copyright to their respective 
owners. 
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Keely Martin
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With more and more of our social lives being lived online, it can be easy 
to leave personal information vulnerable, 
or fall prey to scams and tricks. From 
viruses to identity theft, it is important 
for students to know how to protect 
themselves against scammers and hackers. 
Recently, scammers posed as 
companies looking to hire students 
on UNB campus, asking for students 
to provide them their Social Insurance 
Number (SIN). 
Tim Martin, a cybersecurity specialist 
at Brökvisk Security, says that companies 
might claim to need it to create a unique 
identifier. He reminds individuals that 
you do not have to provide them with your 
actual last four digits, you can say anything. 
“They do not have the authority to 
do so, they are not the government,” said 
Martin. 
Phishing is another common tactic for 
hackers who target the student population. 
It refers to emails, messages, or texts sent 
by hackers posing themselves as trusted 
entities in order to steal an individual's 
data, like login information.  
“Most of the time you’re going to be 
the victim of a small phishing scam,” said 
Martin. “Phishing happens to literally 
everybody.” 
As students do not have a lot of 
money, they are not commonly a target for 
hacking. If you are working somewhere, 
such as in a research division, you might 
be targeted by someone looking to get that 
information. 
Martin recommends checking the 
sources of these emails, asking if they 
are valid, and double verifying, such as 
contacting 
them through legitimate channels.  
Most people would not answer their 
phones these days unless they know who 
is calling them, but emails and texts can 
also be sent by scammers. Trust your gut 
when it comes to potentially untrustworthy 
messages or requests. If it feels too good to 
be true, it probably is. 
“Especially if they are asking for very 
targeted information.” 
When it comes to viruses, Martin 
said that you do not always have to go to 
a certified professional to get rid of them. 
They are fairly easy to remove yourself, 
simply by uninstalling them. As long as you 
have admin control it should not be too 
difficult.  
Slowness is a telltale sign that your 
device has a virus.  
“A lot of them are using your 
computer’s resources for whatever they are 
doing. The most common one is bitcoin 
mining,” said Martin. 
You can check via your task manager, 
or whatever shows your systems resources, 
to see if there are any suspicious programs 
running. They usually use a name that will 
seem slightly less than legitimate. Martin 
said you can just google it to find out who 
made it and what it is. 
Martin recommends the use of 
malware and virus protection applications, 
saying that they largely operate with the 
same effectiveness.  
“It does not matter which one you 
have, you just want one, which is gonna 
catch 90 percent of the time whatever the 
problem is. All an antivirus program does is 
it has this big database of known viruses,” 
said Martin.  
Martin uses Malwarebyte, but he says 
it is no better than the other ones. They 
also check whether the thing you download 
is bad or not, and if it is, the program 
would block it. Martin said you should also 
keep whatever antivirus program you have 
updated.  
“There are ones for your phone as 
well, you can find them in the app store or 
Google play store,” he said. 
Passwords are a frequent topic in 
conversations of cyber security, as they 
can be found, hacked, or breeched. Martin 
recommends against reusing the same 
passwords for multiple websites.  
“Have I been pwned” is a great website 
for checking if a password of yours has ever 
been leaked online. It lets you search via 
your email whether you have been affected. 
At the beginning of November, 
Chrome became aware of a vulnerability 
and alerted users to update their browsers 
upon fixing the problem. Martin said that 
there are multiple parts to a browser, like 
Chrome, that users might not be aware of.  
“There is a lot of stuff that happens in 
the back end that you are not really aware 
of, like how the browser interacts with 
the computer and how it interacts with 
the website. Or, if you’ve got extensions in 
there—ones that track prices for stuff on 
Amazon, remember your passwords for 
you, or block advertisements—those are all 
third party integrations that big companies 
like Google might vet them a little bit from 
their store, but that’s still any area where 
you can get hacked or have issues,” he said. 
Martin says that Google does have 
a Quality Assurance division for their 
browser whenever they put out a change. 
However, “if their QA department does not 
have a process yet for this new thing that’s 
available to be done, they’re going to miss 
it. They can only catch what they know to 
look for.” 
“Overall your browser being an attack 
vector, meaning it is a method of which 
someone could attack you, is kind of low.” 
Once browsers know about it, there is only 
a narrow window of vulnerability as they 
are fast to update and fix the issues. 
Uwera Nina Ntaganzwa, third-year 
UNB student in Software Engineering, uses 
DuckDuckGo as a search engine instead of 
Google, in an interest to preserve privacy. 
“Unlike Google (and other major 
search engines), DuckDuckGo does not 
store IP addresses, log user information or 
profile users.” said Ntaganzwa. 
Another area rising in cyber security 
concerns is social media. Martin used an 
example of his participation in a podcast, 
Hackable, where he was able to find a 
significant amount of personal information 
about the host just from data attached to 
an image.  
Fortunately, social media sites like 
Facebook and Instagram do not store this 
type of data, like where the image was 
taken, but if you share the image via email 
or text that data can still be retained. 
In an effort to be more secure and 
private, instead of using Facebook 
messenger, Ntaganzwa prefers to use 
WhatsApp and Telegram. 
“WhatsApp has an end-to-end 
encryption which means that only you and 
the person you're writing to can read what's 
sent. Telegram has optional end-to-end 
encryption referred to as Secret Chats 
which can be destroyed after a conversation 
or automatically deleted if a timer is used,” 
said Ntaganzwa. 
As well, Ntaganzwa said that 
Telegram has three layers of encryption 
compared to other apps that only have two 
layers. Telegram is also available for both 
mobile devices and desktop.  
Protecting 
yourself 
from 
hackers and 
viruses 
 › Don’t be fooled by the recent 
scammers and phishers
Slowness is a telltale sign that your device has a virus. 
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Atiba Nelson
Staff Reporter
With the goal of reducing the environmental impact of single-
use items, a City of Vancouver committee 
recommended that council ban plastic 
straws and plastic shopping bags, effective 
on Earth Day (April 22) 2020.
The proposed by-law would essentially 
eliminate both plastic and compostable 
straws but require retailers to provide 
bendable plastic accessible straws on 
request. Additionally, the by-law would 
exempt bubble tea establishments from the 
by-law for one year, as these retailers search 
for alternatives to a product central to their 
core business. Plastic straws will still be 
given out, but only if a customer requests 
it.
The committee’s report also 
recommends tighter regulations decreasing 
customer’s access to other single-use items, 
such as disposable cups, single-use utensils, 
and shopping bags. The regulations aspire 
to change both consumers’ and business 
operator’s behaviours.
The report suggests that businesses 
charge 25 cents at minimum for a 
disposable cup, and 15 cents for a paper 
bag. 
The recommend by-law to reduce 
single-use items stems from a larger 
long-term strategic vision for the City of 
Vancouver called “Zero Waste 2040.” Zero 
Waste 2040 aims to make investments 
and create legislation that help the City 
eliminate all waste in two decades. 
Zero Waste 2040, and the proposed 
recommendations, align with the 
Government of Canada’s goal of banning 
single-use plastic across Canada. 
“We’ve all seen the disturbing images 
of fish, sea turtles, whales, and other 
wildlife being injured or dying because of 
plastic garbage in our oceans. Canadians 
expect us to act. That’s why our government 
intends to ban harmful single-use plastic 
products where science warrants it, and 
why we’re working with partners across 
Canada and around the world to reduce 
plastic pollution…,” said The Honourable 
Catherine McKenna, former Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change.
Currently, either city that Douglas 
College is based in bans single-use plastic 
straws or plastic bags. The City of New 
Westminster council requested that a 
committee explore the consequences of 
implementing a plastic bag and plastic 
straw ban; however, they halted the request 
to wait on guidance from the province on 
the issue. 
Two years ago Victoria, BC banned 
plastic bags within city limits, only to have 
the British Columbia Court of Appeal 
unanimously rule that banning plastic bags 
fell outside the municipality’s jurisdiction.
Although nine other municipalities 
in British Columbia have made strides to 
ban plastic bags, the BC Court of Appeal 
decision likely impacts these bans, and may 
impact the City of Vancouver’s move to do 
the same. 
Committee wants city to break up with plastic
 › Recommended changes slated to come into effect in 2020
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Bridget Stringer-Holden
Capilano Courier (CUP)
A report on Canada’s water has been printed in the Toronto Star, Global 
News, National Observer, and various 
other publications. Over 120 reporters, 
editors, staff and faculty members from 
nine Canadian universities and ten media 
organizations have been working on a 
year-long investigation that uncovered the 
leaching of lead into drinking water.  
Wanting to get some international 
experience in journalism, UBC journalist 
V. S. Wells collaborated through a 
class offered at UBC in this top-secret 
investigation reporting on Canada’s water. 
Wells and her team had access to data from 
BC’s school testing program for lead, but it 
didn’t include individual houses. “We were 
basically starting from scratch,” said Wells. 
“We had a sense that this was a problem, 
we had seen all these news reports that 
popped up, especially about the First 
Nations’ water and lead being a problem 
there.” 
Wells used the Vancouver City Data 
Portal to choose what houses to test in 
Vancouver. The records don’t state anything 
about property ages but includes open 
data files about property tax. Wells then 
made a spreadsheet and found properties 
built before the 1950s to test, which were 
the most likely to be affected by the lead 
service lines.  
After mapping out all the homes, 
Wells went door knocking with the rest 
of her team. The standardized test was 
composed of three bottles: the first bottle 
was to be filled after the taps were left 
undisturbed overnight. Then, the second 
bottle was filled after running the water for 
either 30 seconds or a minute. Lastly, the 
third bottle would be filled after the taps 
had been running for two minutes. This 
three-bottle method allowed for a better 
idea of where the lead was coming from.  
In Prince Rupert, testing found that 84 
percent of homes had water that was either 
unsafe or completely undrinkable. The 
city began to address the concerns more 
seriously after the investigation, yet still 
claim that the data is “misrepresentative.” 
“The local paper in Prince Rupert had 
covered it before and honestly that 
should have been enough impetus for the 
government to start doing something,” 
Wells said. 
20 percent of homes in Vancouver 
had dangerous lead levels, but the full 
scope is hard to gauge. “Of the 15 homes 
we tested, three had elevated lead levels,” 
Wells said. The City of 
Vancouver has left it 
up to the individuals 
to replace lead service 
lines without funding. 
Also, there are no laws 
that obligate landlords 
to deal with lead service 
lines or pipes, which 
can be problematic for 
renters.  
Some things that 
people can do to reduce 
lead in their drinking 
water is to run water 
for about 30 seconds to a minute before 
drinking it. Having a shower first thing 
in the morning or washing your hands 
is a good way to dislodge standing water 
without running it and wasting it. Using 
cold water instead of hot will also reduce 
the likelihood of lead leaching. For 
those who know that there is a problem 
with lead but cannot afford to have the 
pipes replaced, filters that are National 
Sanitation Foundation (NSF) certified to 
remove lead can be purchased. 
Releasing their findings to other 
researchers is one of the next steps. 
Wells also thinks that more testing 
should be done at different points in 
the distribution system to get a better 
sense of how widespread this issue is. 
As children are the most vulnerable to 
illnesses from accumulations of lead in 
their bloodstreams, schools, and daycares 
should be a priority. 
Wells has seen some concrete changes 
happen as a result of the research she 
was a part of, Regina being one example. 
“Regina has announced that it’s going to 
speed up its lead service removal plan, I 
think originally they weren’t intending 
on removing all of the known lead pipes 
[for 20 to 25 years] and in light of our 
investigation, they’ve declared that they’re 
going to speed up how quickly they’re 
removing those pipes,” she said.
The local ramifications of Canada’s 
water scandal 
 › V.S. Wells details what it means for Vancouver to be drinking lead
issue 14// vol 46 news // no. 5
Atiba Nelson
Staff Reporter
Last week, the British Columbia New Democratic Party held their 
annual convention in Victoria to vote 
on resolutions that will form the party’s 
campaign platform for the next provincial 
election. 
Along with resolutions concerning 
the party’s commitment to investing in 
child care, advocating for lower internet 
and mobile phone fees, and changing the 
voting age to 16, one other resolution made 
headlines: eliminating hospital parking 
fees. 
Hospital parking fees have been a 
contentious issue in healthcare. A 2012 
Canadian Medical Association Journal 
editorial by former Ottawa Neurologist Dr. 
Rajendra Kale called for the elimination 
of hospital parking fees as these fees were 
akin to a “user fee” for the hospital—which 
is forbidden under the Canada Health Act. 
In New Westminster, Royal Columbia 
Hospital currently charges $4.25 hourly for 
patients, families, or visitors who park at 
any of the three lots on hospital property, 
with a day-rate of $11.25, and a 24-hour rate 
of $16.25. 
Eagle Ridge Hospital, based in Port 
Moody, charges individuals who park on 
the hospital campus $3.50 per hour, and 
a daily rate of $9.50, with discounts for 
evenings and longer parking sessions. 
Patient advocates state that hospital 
parking fees create an inherent barrier to 
the healthcare system and accessing care. 
Especially for emergency room patients, 
families of inpatients, and patients 
continually returning to the hospital for 
care, for example patients who receive 
biweekly dialysis treatment. 
Parking fees tend to be a boon for 
hospitals, as many Canadian hospitals are 
facing increasing expenditures. Between 
April 2017 and March 2018, Fraser Health 
Authority—the Health Authority that 
operates both Royal Columbian and Eagle 
Ridge hospitals—made over $4 million 
dollars in hospital parking revenue—of 
which $1,983,000 was generated by parking 
fees at Royal Columbian Hospital.
To combat the price of parking and 
the obstacle it creates for patients, Fraser 
Health does have mechanisms by which 
patients can apply for financial hardship 
permits and each request is adjudicated on 
a case-by-case basis. 
Also, some cities where hospitals are 
based are lessening the burden of pricey 
parking rates. Last year, Surrey City Council 
made 103 street parking spaces near Surrey 
Memorial Hospital—another Fraser Health 
Authority operated hospital—free of 
charge, for a limit of two hours to ensure 
that people don’t hog the spots and that 
there is adequate turnover.
The approval of free parking around 
BC’s second largest hospital will cost the 
City of Surrey $360,000 of lost revenue 
annually.
NDP sick of hospital parking fees
 › Party approves resolution to abolish hospital parking fees
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Staff Writer
After 29 years of frustration, the Winnipeg Blue Bombers finally 
won the Grey Cup, ending the longest 
championship drought in the Canadian 
Football League (CFL)—going back 
to 1990—with a 33 to 12 win over the 
Hamilton Tiger-Cats in the 107th Grey Cup 
in Calgary. 
On paper, Winnipeg was the 
underdog in this contest, as Hamilton 
entered the game with the best record 
in the league at 15 to 3, while Winnipeg 
entered with an 11 to 7 record good for third 
place in the Western Division. Winnipeg’s 
record meant that they had a tougher road 
to get to the championship, as they had 
to take down the defending champion 
Calgary Stampeders in the Western Semi-
Final, and then defeat the Saskatchewan 
Rough Riders in the Western Final.
Winnipeg stepped up on game day, 
dominating the game from beginning to 
end. Leading the charge was Winnipeg 
running back Andrew Harris was a highly 
noticeable presence in the game with 
134 rushing yards, and one touchdown. 
His performance garnered him the Grey 
Cup’s Most Valuable Player and the Dick 
Suderman Trophy for Most Valuable 
Canadian award for the Winnipeg born 
player. Harris is the first person to ever win 
both awards in the same game. However, 
his presence in the game was controversial, 
as earlier in the season, he tested positive 
for a banned substance and was suspended 
for two games. It was this suspension 
that procured him from an all but sure 
nomination for Most Valuable Player in the 
CFL for the 2019 season, as the Winnipeg 
press felt they could not nominate him due 
to the suspension.
For Hamilton, this was a game to 
forget. They were only able to muster one 
touchdown, and turned over the ball eight 
times including three times in third and 
one situations. They also lost their best 
player, Most Outstanding Player winner 
for the season Brandon Banks, in the third 
quarter. Hamilton becomes only the third 
team in CFL history to lose the Grey Cup 
despite finishing the season with 15 wins. 
To add to the heartache, Hamilton now 
takes over the mantle of having the longest 
standing Grey Cup drought in the league 
from Winnipeg, as they have not won the 
Grey Cup since 1999.
Winnipeg’s dominance may not end 
with this year’s contest as their dominance 
may continue into next year. The Calgary 
Stampeders, who went to the big game 
the last three years, were unable to make 
it past the Western Semi-Final, and the 
BC Lions and Edmonton Eskimos may be 
in a rebuilding mode for next year after 
firing both their head coaches. In the CFL, 
rebuilding can often be short due to the 
small size of the league, but with so many 
teams in a state of flux going into the next 
season, the Bombers could be consistently 
putting the win in Winnipeg for seasons to 
come.
Blue, gold, and grey 
 › The Winnipeg Blue Bombers win their first Grey Cup in 29 years. 
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Editor-in-Chief
On November 25, the Other Press attended Zappostrophe’: a 
performance of the musical stylings 
of prog-rock mogul Frank Zappa at 
the Laura C. Hall Performing Arts 
Theatre here at Douglas. The band is 
composed of the faculty and friends 
of the college and consists of Music 
Technology diploma faculty Blaire 
Fisher, Bob Caldwell, and Doug Smith. 
I was a casual listener of Zappa 
before I saw their performance, but I 
was converted into a big fan after and 
have not stopped listening to their 
set list since the show. There were 
many songs I was not familiar with 
before the show but now I listen to 
on repeat. Some of my favourites that 
they performed were “I’m the Slime,” 
“Zomby Woof,” and “Village of the 
Sun.” 
Some of Zappa’s song are difficult 
to even comprehend, much less 
perform, but Zappostrophe’ killed 
it. The band itself was incredibly 
entertaining to watch. You can tell 
they formed the group from a huge 
love and appreciation of Frank Zappa’s 
music and that came through in their 
performance. The performers were all 
perfectly timed and in tune, which you 
would think would be difficult with 
eight people with such a delightfully 
chaotic sound as Zappa. My favourite 
part was the percussions, as it often 
had a comedic effect to the songs. The 
songs themselves are so fun to see 
performed live, I don’t think you even 
have to like Frank Zappa to enjoy this 
performance.  
In an email interview with the 
Other Press, Blaire Fisher, the host 
and arranger of the group, explains the 
decision behind performing an artist 
such as Zappa and how the group 
came about. 
What inspired the formation of a 
Frank Zappa band? What made you 
decide on Zappa and not another 
artist?
“Frank Zappa is very unique, and not 
a lot of people play his music. Those 
people who like his music like it a lot, 
and all the musicians in Zappostrophe’ 
are fans who enjoy the challenge.”
How did the group get formed? 
How long have you guys been 
performing Zappa?
“We originally did a few MTD faculty 
concerts at the Arts at One series. 
This started as a trio with me and Bob 
Caldwell with guest Joel Noftle on 
keyboards. At that time, we played 
with a lot of sequenced (computer) 
tracks. There were various versions of 
the group—we settled on the current 
eight-piece group about two years ago.”
As a Music Technology professor at 
the college and a Frank Zappa fan, 
what do you think it is about his 
music that makes it so loved by his 
fans?
“Zappa does not stick to just one 
style. His music encompasses rock 
and roll, doo-wop, jazz, classical… 
pretty much everything. It tends to 
be sophisticated and difficult to play, 
and there is a lot of humour.”
What are some Zappa songs you 
want to perform but haven't yet? 
“Hmmm good question. Lots of songs 
that I would like to perform. “The 
Black Page” is very difficult and would 
be a real challenge for the band. For 
some more humorous songs I would 
say “Dancin’ Fool,” or “The Adventures 
of Greggary Peccary.”
Fisher also puts the band 
forth for a charitable cause. For the 
performance and Movemeber, he 
rocked a Zappa-esque moustache 
to raise money for men’s health 
issues, namely prostate cancer—
something Frank Zappa died of 26 
years ago on December 4 at the age 
of 52. Though the month is now over, 
people can still donate to his cause at 
ca.movember.com/donate/details/
memberId/14062035/eventId/QOA8 
Those who missed the November 
performance need not worry as the 
band has more events in the future. 
On January 11 they will be playing at 
Pat’s Pub in Hastings and another 
performance at the college on March 
30. 
Whether you are a fan of Zappa, 
prog-rock, or just music in general, 
Zappostrophe’ is a fun and energetic 
performance that should not be 
missed. 
Spotlight: Zappostrophe’
 › The music and legacy of a prog-rock legend lives on 
Some of Zappa’s song are difficult to 
even comprehend, much less perform, 
but Zappostrophe’ killed it.
issue 14// vol 46 arts // no. 7
EG Manilag
Staff Writer
If you ask me, nothing gets me more in the holiday mood like action movies. My 
personal favourite are the John Wick series. 
To save you the trouble of deciding which 
ones to watch, here are all the films from 
best to worst. 
The Best—John Wick
The storyline of the first chapter of John 
Wick is fantastic. All the necessary gaps 
are filled, it is close to reality, and has 
breathtaking scenes which promise much 
development for the series. This film also 
totally changed how action thriller movies 
work—setting the bar impossibly high.
How he is feared as the ferocious Baba 
Yaga (or Boogeyman) left me in awe. Just 
listening to unease in the voice of head of 
New York’s biggest drug syndicate Viggo 
Tarasov (also John Wick’s past boss) 
when speaking about Wick is thrilling. 
It really contextualizes Wick’s character. 
We can also feel that all the characters 
that he meets have deep connections 
with him. For instance, when Wick 
killed some thugs that were inside of his 
house, the police officer that is called to 
his home for noise complaints doesn’t 
arrest him… even when he sees a dead body 
right behind Wick. The officer just leaves 
doesn’t investigate further. This level of 
respect Wick warrants is shown again in 
how Winston treats him—the leader of the 
Continental Hotel. Clearly, John Wick is 
greatly esteemed by the big bosses in the 
underworld.
The other great thing about this 
chapter is the emotional aspect it 
possesses, particularly when John Wick’s 
close friend Marcus is brutally killed. 
Marcus was also an assassin and he was 
paid by crime boss Tarasov to kill Wick. 
Marcus accepts the job with the intention 
of protecting Wick. He saves Wick from 
Tarasov’s henchmen multiple times, but 
when Tarasov finds out his real intentions, 
he is killed. The loyalty of Marcus to Wick 
till the end was indeed impactful.
The only thing that’s confusing in the 
film is the idea that Wick killed a number 
of people over his puppy and his Mustang. 
Don’t get me wrong on this one, although 
he was angry and desperate with good 
reason, what he did was unnecessarily extra 
in a moral and utilitarian sense, making 
him look simply like a mad murderer 
instead of a rational one. On the other 
hand, this strange aspect encourages us 
to look for the second chapter to find out 
why Wick did this. Overall this chapter is 
the best—especially in terms of character 
development, emotional scenes, and 
storyline. 
The Average—John Wick: Chapter 2
The world building in this chapter is a bit 
slow, unlike the first film. As the first movie 
already set the bar high, it’s expected that 
one is not as exciting or surprising. For 
example, in the first film we learn that 
the Continental Hotel is a safe haven for 
assassins. The hotel’s only rule is to avoid 
doing “business” on Continental grounds 
(as in, no killing). That part in the first 
film was truly shocking. This film expands 
on that idea with more rules, and they 
did a great job refining the formula of the 
series, but I guess Katy Perry was right—
“comparisons are easily done, once you've 
had a taste of perfection.”
Another thing that caught me off-
guard was the changed realism of the story, 
particularly the last scene where a lot of 
people lurking in the streets were assassins. 
The ringing of the phones and the people 
stopping all at once, moments before 
Wick’s “excommunicado,” was just too far-
fetched. I’m just not going to buy into it, 
even though it’s mind-blowing. It changes 
the tone of the film too much.
The greatest asset in this film is no 
other than Keanu Reeves himself. His 
unique persona and way of speaking 
are simply unparalleled—and it’s to the 
point that it would be super awkward and 
cheesy if it wasn’t him saying his own lines. 
Seriously, the man is just a natural talent. If 
Keanu Reeves were not playing John Wick, 
then the movie franchise would certainly 
not work.
The Worst—John Wick: Chapter 3 - 
Parabellum
Amongst the three, this one is the best 
in terms of actions and stunts. Most of 
the fight scenes in this movie were taken 
in wide shots—a signifier of real stunts, 
unlike scenes that cut on hit impact and 
shake the camera to make fights seem 
more intense. The hand-to-hand combat, 
gun fights, and dog action were awesome 
to watch. It’s a badass film, totally worth 
your time, and it’s definitely action packed. 
In terms of fight choreography, is the next 
best thing after the Mission: Impossible 
movie franchise. This film definitely 
deserves recognition. 
Other than the action parts though, 
everything just falls apart. Let’s start off 
from the storyline. The progression of the 
story was monotonous. Basically, John 
Wick was just running away from start 
to finish. Moreover, the story has some 
promising characters, but they were not 
quite developed in the film because of the 
numerous fight scenes. There are a lot of 
extras in the story as well, making the film 
random. For example, the villain named 
Zero is out of place. In the film, he was 
portrayed to be a villain that can potentially 
stop Wick, but it turns out that he was just 
another guy who wants Wick’s signature. 
He was basically fanboying at Wick the 
whole time, and it’s cringey.
The next thing that’s puzzling is John 
Wick’s motivation. At first, his intentions 
were reasonable and clear. He went all the 
way through the desert to meet the elder of 
the High Table to seek atonement and cuts 
off his finger. He must also kill Winston in 
order to revoke his excommunicado. Wick 
accepts the task in order to protect his life. 
But later in the story, he turns his back to 
all of that. After everything that happened 
to him, going through the desert, getting 
his finger cut off, and agreeing to the 
mission, he randomly defends Winston 
instead. And Winston later betrays him, 
making Wick’s intentions even more 
meaningless. 
The last reason that made John Wick: 
Chapter 3 the worst is his invincibility. 
He was only hurt once in the film. Other 
than that, he was in God mode. He evaded 
blades and bullets completely. He even 
survived without any water. Maybe the 
abovementioned are reasonable because 
some action films are just like that—for 
example, some of the  James Bond movies. 
However, it is unacceptable that John Wick 
fell off a building and lived.
‘John Wick’ movies ranked from best to worst
 › A review of every ‘John Wick’ film
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Don’t worry if you plan to stay indoors this Christmas, the film ahead may 
be a good plan for the special night. The 
Knight Before Christmas gives viewers 
a romantic perspective on the holiday 
season, and the word “knight” instead of 
“night” gives us a hint on that. The first 
scene of the movie is in Norwich, England 
in 1334—giving a Game of Thrones vibe, but 
hold on tight, knight Sir Cole (played Josh 
Whitehouse) is ready to depart. Brooke, 
the female protagonist played by Vanessa 
Hudgens, has given up on love (after one 
breakup) and resides in Bracebridge, Ohio. 
In order to fulfill his quest, the prince time 
travels from 1334 to 2019. Yes, this is a time-
travel love story. 
This might seem like Hudgens’ last 
movie, The Princess Switch, which was 
unrealistic and goofy in dealing with the 
complexities of living life as a ruler. The 
film must have been enjoyed by people 
who love to fantasize. The Knight Before 
Christmas is an old-school romance movie: 
the boy and the girl collide with each 
other, exchange a glance, and feel that 
rush through their body. Boom, the prince 
travels all the way to the future to fulfill 
his quest of being a true knight. Nothing 
here is new, but the Christmas vibes make 
it a super feel-good film. Also, after Brooke 
accidentally hits Sir Cole with her car, she 
takes him to her house to care for him. A 
super sweet gesture in an era of socially 
isolated people. 
Seven days after that, they fall for each 
other… ha? Here I am, sitting—single for 
almost three years. And yet their journey 
was fairly easy. They lived with each other 
like a married couple, opened up a lot in 
just a few days, and Brooke did not even 
feel weird about 
the difference 
in behavior of 
the knight. She 
excused it with 
memory loss… 
interesting!
Whitehouse’s 
character may 
make all us 
girls go “aww,” 
because he truly 
is a gentleman. 
Hudgens’ 
character is easy to 
pity but she would 
ask you to not 
pity her. If you are 
looking for something revolutionary from 
this story, you will be disappointed. But, 
if you are just looking for an old-school 
romance to watch this Christmas with your 
partner, friends, or even alone—this is a 
great option. Keep your ice-cream bucket 
and warm blanket handy. Hopefully, all 
these enjoyable things put together can 
cover up for what this movie is obviously 
lacking.
‘The Knight Before Christmas’ review
 › Disclaimer: this movie isn’t for you if you are looking for logic
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As another decade is about to end, the world is radically different now 
compared to 2010. In the TV industry 
much has changed: most must-see TV is 
shown on premium-cable channels, reality 
shows and live programming are shown 
on network TV, and more streaming site 
options are at your convenience every day. 
When Netflix started offering original 
shows (beginning with House of Cards) 
the service revolutionized the way shows 
are aired. This decade created some of 
the greatest shows of all-time—including 
Game of Thrones, Veep, Breaking Bad, 
Modern Family, and Stranger Things. But, 
there were also other successful shows this 
decade, and here are my top five picks:
Downton Abbey (2010 to 2015)
My favourite show this decade is Downton 
Abbey. It is a period piece, and it is much 
like Game of Thrones—except without the 
controversy and graphic images. The show 
follows the aristocratic Crawley family and 
the staff that works in their house after 
the original heir of the Downton Estate 
is drowned in the sinking of the Titanic. 
Throughout the show, they represent the 
progress of technological advancements 
and other major historic events. The 
writing of the show, by Academy Award 
winning screenwriter and creator Julian 
Fellowes, is brilliant and clever. The 
movie— Downton Abbey (2019)—has 
recently proven to be a surprise hit.  
Kim’s Convenience (2016 to Present)
My favourite comedy this decade is a show 
that I have written about for this newspaper 
a lot. The show involves Mr. Kim (Paul 
Sun-Hyung Lee) handling his convenience 
store in downtown Toronto. Such a funny 
slice-of-life series has the power to resonate 
with everyone. I find a connection with 
the show because the Kim family is like my 
family. Recently, the show got Most Popular 
Foreign Drama in the Seoul International 
Drama Awards (essentially the Korean 
version of the Emmy Awards) making it 
the first Canadian show to get the award. 
It is one of those comedies that you keep 
you interested, and you have to watch every 
episode of it.
Unforgotten (2018 to Present)
This PBS show from the “Masterpiece” 
franchise is one of the surprise hits this 
decade. In the show, detectives Cassie 
Stuart (Nicola Walker) and Sunil “Sunny” 
Kahn (Sanjeev Bhaskar) solve cold cases. 
Because their cases are cold, the suspects 
that they interview cannot recall events 
from when the case happened. Both 
Cassie and Sunny are likeable people and 
they have their own personal problems 
to solve throughout the show (both with 
their families). The most recent season 
talks about how fake news can mislead 
people and have dire consequences. The 
season finale is so good, watching the 
entire season is worth it simply for that 
payoff.
Episodes (2011 to 2017)
If you’d like to see how the TV industry 
works, there is this comedy. The series 
involves a couple from England bringing 
their hit show to the US. When the 
network executives wanted an American 
to play the lead character in the US version 
of the show, they cast Matt LeBlanc—he 
plays himself in this quirky comedy. While 
the couple and LeBlanc do not always get 
along, they both agree that the industry is 
bad. There are a lot of funny moments in 
the show, though it could be considered 
offensive.
The Durrells in Corfu (2016 to 2019)
Another surprise hit this decade is this 
comedy drama that takes place in Greece. 
Based on The Corfu Trilogy by Gerald 
Durrell, this PBS “Masterpiece” show 
follows the Durrell family leaving their 
less exciting lifestyle in England and 
embracing the Greek island of Corfu 
as their new home. With the help of 
the locals in the area, they expand their 
knowledge and build a zoo (with a few 
mishaps along the way). It is a feel-good 
show that everyone can watch, plus there 
are a lot of animals shown throughout the 
series.
My five favourite shows this decade 
 › The highlights of television since 2010 
My favourite show this decade is Downton Abbey. It is a period piece, and it is much 
like Game of Thrones—except without the controversy and graphic images.
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When I was young in the 1990s, I used to turn on the TV after school and 
watch Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood. In the 
show, Mr. Rogers explains life lessons in a 
calm way. He would also address the major 
events that were happening in the world, 
offering an understandable explanation of 
big issues for kids. The show is like getting 
therapized by a trusted friend. Last year, 
the documentary on Fred Rogers—Won’t 
You Be My Neighbor?—explains the 
beloved host’s life, the development of 
his show, and includes many interviews 
from friends, family, and himself. Now, the 
biopic A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood 
tells the true story of Rogers’ influence on 
journalist Tom Junod. 
The start of the film is an episode of 
Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, with the 
opening of the show being played and Fred 
(Tom Hanks) putting on his sweater. When 
he shows a frame filled with pictures of 
familiar characters in the show, he shows 
a picture of Lloyd Vogel (Matthew Rhys) 
after he got punched in the face because 
of the dispute he had with his father, Jerry 
(Chris Cooper), at his sister’s wedding. The 
scene confuses the audience, making us 
wonder if this is reality or a dream. The film 
transitions from the neighborhood to New 
York City—showing us how Vogel ended 
up in his current situation.
Lloyd and his wife of eight years, 
Andrea (Susan Kelechi Watson), are going 
through the early stages of parenthood. 
The next day, the journalist and new 
father gets an assignment to do a story 
on Rogers for Esquire’s heroes issue. As 
Vogel interviews Fred, Fred interviews the 
journalist back, asking about what Lloyd 
is going through. The film goes back and 
forth between reality and the show so 
much so that the films feels like a parody 
of the iconic children’s show—except it is 
not trying to make fun. Also, the movie 
has a nostalgic look, especially noticeable 
during the transitions. For example, there 
is a miniature version of the neighborhood, 
and other places Mr. Rogers goes to.
When Rogers films the show, he takes 
his time when interviewing people—even 
though they have a tight schedule, to 
ensure quality. He also attempts to do 
activities that should be impossible at his 
age, and puts those silly antics in the show. 
Even though his fame 
is huge and he is seen 
champion for children 
and kindness, Rogers 
does not think of himself 
as a hero.
When Rogers 
interviews Lloyd, he 
speaks to him as if he 
were talking to his 
viewers. Hanks’ portrayal 
of Rogers has Winnie the 
Pooh’s sweet charm—
and is definitely less 
clumsy. To prepare for 
the film, Hanks went to 
museums about Fred 
Rogers, watched a lot of 
episodes of Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood, watched 
archival interviews, and 
even watched Won’t You 
Be My Neighbor (which is 
a great documentary you 
should see).
While Hanks and Christian Bale (for 
Ford v Ferrari) could get Best Actor in the 
Academy Awards next year, they are going 
to have to battle Joaquin Phoenix for his 
portrayal of the Joker in Joker. When you 
see someone having a tough day due to 
personal problems, talk to them and give 
them a bit of kindness. A Beautiful Day 
in the Neighborhood is like watching an 
episode of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood for 
adults—it is a meaningful and nostalgic 
visit to our childhoods.
Feelings with Mr. Rogers
 › ‘A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood’ Review
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• End of semester reflections
...and more
Paint Nite: sHOOT it's Cold
• Date: December 9
• Location: The Wolf & Hound, 3617 
W Broadway, Vancouver
• Time: 7 to 9 pm
• Price: $40 per ticket 
19+
Come flex those creative fingers 
of yours and paint this sweet and 
adorable owl wearing a scarf because 
it’s just so darn cold out and we all 
need something cuddly and cute 
to warm our hearts this season. As 
always, this is a fantastically fun two 
hour guided painting adventure 
hosted at a public venue. Come 
hungry and thirsty and support said 
venue by purchasing dinner and 
drinks. And bring your friends for 
an extra fun time or meet some new 
ones! 
Krampusmarkt
• Date: December 5 to 8
• Location: Strange Fellows Brewing, 
1345 Clark Drive, Vancouver
• Time: Varies depending on day
• Price: For general admission for the 
market $2 online, $3 per ticket at 
door, and kids get in free!
A market with a magical old feel 
featuring strange handmade arts and 
crafts, as well as food and beer! If 
you’re interested in an anything-but-
classic holiday vibe, this is the market 
for you.
White Rock Festival of Lights
• Date: December 6 to Jan 5
• Location: Memorial Park, Marine 
Dr, White Rock
• Time: 4:30 to 10 pm
• Price: Free!
Every location has its lighting festival 
and it just so happens that White 
Rock’s Festival of Lights lasts until 
January 5, so even if you can’t make 
it on opening night, come on down 
to celebrate this twinkly spectacle at 
some point before it ends! 
Comedy Night at Elements Casino
• Date: December 7
• Location: Elements Casino Surrey, 
17755 60 Avenue, Surrey
• Time: 7 pm to 9:30 pm
• Price: $10 per ticket
Hosted by upbeat and witty Nic 
Enright-Morin, this night will be full 
of fun! Featuring Jest Ladies Comedy!
Coquitlam Christmas Craft Fair
• Date: December 6 to 8
• Location: Poirier Forum, 618 Poirier 
Street, Coquitlam
• Time: Dec 6 hours are 4 to 9 pm, 
Dec 7 hours are 10 am to 6 pm, Dec 
8 hour are 10 am to 4 pm 
• Price: $6.88 per ticket online, $4 at 
the door
Pretty self-explanatory: it’s a craft fair 
in Coquitlam featuring Christmas 
goodies. Get yer shopping on! 
Can you believe it’s December already? I can’t. That went by 
fast. But the good news is finals are 
underway and the semester has all 
but wrapped up, so here’s to the Other 
Press’ last What’s Happening before 
the winter break. ‘Till next time, 
folks! 
The Tenors Wonder of Christmas 
Tour
• Date: December 3 
Location: Queen Elizabeth Theatre, 
650 Hamilton at Georgia, Vancouver 
• Time: 8 pm
• Price: $50.25 to $147.00 per ticket
Jingle all the way down to the Queen 
Elizabeth Theatre because The Tenors 
are coming to town! The band has 
won a JUNO and is performing now, 
and they’re not one to miss!
WunderBar
• Date: Nov 20 to Dec 24
• Location: Vancouver Christmas 
Market, Jack Poole Plaza, 1055 
Canada Pl, Vancouver
• Time: 11:30 am to 9:30 pm until Dec 
23, and on Dec 24 11:30 am to 6 pm
• Price: $34.99 per ticket 
19+
Vancouver Christmas Market opens 
its doors to you! Relax and experience 
the holiday season with WunderBAR 
experience. Enjoy tantalizing cocktails 
and holiday-inspired bites. With the 
purchase of your ticket, according 
to the Vancouver Christmas market 
website, “you receive reserved seating 
at the WunderBAR, one Christmas 
cocktail or hot Jaegertee (alcohol-
free drinks also available) served in a 
commemorative take-home glass or 
mug, a catered gourmet charcuterie 
board or delicious German dessert, 
and an unlimited Fast Entry & Season 
Pass to Vancouver Christmas Market.”
What’s Happening
 › December 3 to 9
Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
The weeks leading up to December 24 are brutal. The sun sets at 3 pm; everyone’s either getting sick, currently sick, or recovering from being sick; 
your favourite student newspaper goes on hiatus until the New Year.
You’re already looking for excuses to stay home, so why not curl up to some 
festive eye candy of the televised variety? Here is a personally curated list of the 
most festive Christmas episodes to ever grace the small screen.
“Abed’s Uncontrollable Christmas,” Community
Season 2, Episode 11
In an ensemble cast of memorable characters, Abed Nadir (Danny Pudi) was one 
of Community’s finest. The self-aware pop-culture fanboy perpetually called the 
sitcom’s plot devices as he saw them, and often acted as an audience surrogate. 
Community’s first Christmas episode plays into all the tropes: Christmas carols, 
Claymation, a character searching for the “meaning of Christmas,” as vague 
a quest as it is. Pudi’s voice performance knocks it out of the park, and in all 
the meta-Christmas episode referencing, “Abed’s Uncontrollable Christmas” 
manages to squeeze out a lot of heart and originality. I’d also like to recognize 
Community for being the only show to secure two spots on this list, which leads 
me to...
“Regional Holiday Music,” Community
Season 3, Episode 10 
Look, any follow-up to season two’s Claymation Christmas episode was always 
going to be a bit of a letdown, but “Regional Holiday Music” is still a fine piece 
of holiday entertainment. In a nod to the real-life timeslot competition between 
Community and then-ratings juggernaut Glee, the gang gets gradually roped 
into the world of hokey glee clubs—and just in time for the Christmas pageant! 
The episode riffs on plenty of traditional Christmas songs, and a few are even 
surprisingly listenable. (As a bonus, you get a few breaks of Donald Glover aka 
Childish Gambino rapping via the delightful “Jehovah’s Most Secret Witness.”) 
If there had to a follow-up to “Abed’s Uncontrollable Christmas,” I’m glad it was 
this one.
“No-Ho-Ho,” Happy Endings
Season 3, Episode 7 
This short-lived sitcom had many highlights, but the third season’s “No-Ho-Ho” 
is a classic. In the opening scene, Jane’s (Eliza Coupe) ID is outted as fake, which 
leads to the truth bomb: her birthday isn’t July 16, but rather December 25. The 
rest of the gang attempts to give Jane one birthday that isn’t overshadowed by 
the tinsel-decked elephant in the room, and plenty of wackiness ensues. The 
star of “No-Ho-Ho,” however, is Hiphop Santa—a pop-and-locking take on the 
animatronic abominations that typically invade our shelves this time of year. 
Seriously, for a prop that was only in two scenes, there are a surprising number 
of webpages dedicated to the question of where one can buy a Hiphop Santa. 
(Unfortunately, you can’t.)
“Christmas Party,” The Office
Season 2, Episode 10 
After a bumpy first season, The Office enjoyed a sophomore triumph, including 
the wonderfully cringy “Christmas Party.” There are plenty of laugh-out-
loud moments, from the disastrous Yankee Swap to the titular booze-soaked 
Christmas party, but like any effective holiday episode, it sneaks in some 
geniality—primarily thanks to Jim’s (John Krasinski) Secret Santa gift for then 
crush and future wife, Pam (Jenna Fischer).
O COME, ALL YE
THE BEST HOLIDAY EPISODES
Jacey Gibb
“Lexmas,” Smallville
Season 5, Episode 9 
The early 2000s were an experimental time for the superhero genre, and I’m 
sure 90 percent of Smallville is unwatchable at this point in time. Season five 
experienced a creative resurgence as the showrunners prepared to end the 
series, and that included the would-be villain Lex Luthor finally embracing his 
destiny. “Lexmas” positions itself as an It’s a Wonderful Life clone, with Luthor 
experiencing an alternate reality where he’s married, has kids, and is renowned 
for his generosity. If you know anything about Superman, then you know this 
all goes to shit fairly quickly, and the episode ends on one of the series’ darkest 
notes. But hey, what’s the winter solstice without some darkness?
“Citizen Knope,” Parks and Recreaion
Season 4, Episode 10 
Leave it to Amy Poehler’s Leslie Knope to find comedy and warmth in something 
like a temporary employee suspension. The episode is peppered with great 
moments of Knope showering even acquaintances with thoughtful gifts, and the 
rest of the Parks department have had it, setting out to finally out-do her. The 
end result—a gingerbread replica of the office, complete with marshmallow Ron 
Swanson—isn’t even the sweetest part, as “Citizen Knope” ends with everyone 
joining her campaign for city council. If neither of those things can melt your icy 
heart, then nothing will.
“White Christmas,” Black Mirror
Season 2, Episode 4 
I’m aware the shows on this list lean heavily towards the comedic angle, but 
Black Mirror’s stab at a Christmas episode earns its place for multiple reasons. 
For starters, even for a Black Mirror episode, it’s an impressive weaving of 
multiple storylines, all the way to its chilling climax. The episode also gives us 
a healthy helping of Jon Hamm, who plays the enigmatic and plotting Matthew 
Trent. You also don’t need any previous Black Mirror experience to enjoy it, as 
“White Christmas” is a stand-alone story. At 73 minutes, it’s more of a time 
commitment than the other Christmas episodes on this list, but if you can binge 
Hallmark Christmas movies like they’re mini candy canes, why not a single 
mindbender like “White Christmas”?
“Xmas Story,” Futurama
Season 2. Episode 8 
Remember Futurama? I’m talking about the show, and not the countless memes 
and internet references that probably forget what they’re even referencing. 
“Xmas Story” is full of holiday digs, from the discontinuation of the term 
“Christmas” to the extinction of pine trees. Rampaging robotic Santa Claus is 
both a highlight and also one of the funniest iterations of ol’ St. Nick that will 
ever exist.
The entirety of Dimension 20: The Unsleeping City
Season 3 
This is cheating, but it’s my article, so I’m calling the shots. Dimension 20 is a 
terrific show that is about tabletop-based roleplaying games, and the latest 
season takes place in a fictional version of New York City. I’m including The 
Unsleeping City on my list because the majority of the season takes place in the 
days leading up to Christmas, and it leans into the setting to a joyful degree. 
Just to give you one example: in the second episode, the characters face off 
against a mob of deformed mutant Santas, aka the annual SantaCon pub crawl 
that notoriously fills the streets with red-and-white-clad Kris Kringles. The 
Unsleeping City was also released this past summer, so the festive spirit in-game 
never matched the blistering temperatures outside. Give this season of television 
the viewing it deserves and watch it in the days leading up to Christmas.
COUCH POTATOES
TO GET YOU IN THE FESTIVE ZONE
C
re
d
it
Distribution Manager
life & style // no. 12 theotherpress.ca
Tania Arora
Staff Writer
Last week I had a chance to interview a Digital Marketing and Public Relations 
(PR) specialist who is also the co-founder of 
one of the top Marketing and PR agencies 
in British Columbia. During the interview, 
he mentioned so many relevant sets of 
learning skills that one must ensure they 
acquire to be at par before they step into 
professional shoes.
I have always been a believer that 
education isn’t theoretical or classroom-
based. A textbook might build the base 
and guide us to a good path, but other 
experiences that we gather along the way 
with our learning are just as, if not more 
valuable. 
Skills aren’t just hard skills our 
instructors teach us, they include soft skills 
which might range from how we walk, 
talk, shake hands, handle pressure, stay 
calm, keep smiling in the toughest of all 
situations, say “no” to people, and so on. If 
we consider stepping out into the corporate 
sector, technical skills are an additional 
requirement which during the entire 
course of education, we tend to ignore. 
If you are an aspiring business or 
marketing graduate, let me tell you, your 
employee won’t be interested in knowing 
how many courses you have done or what 
your rank in college was. And I don’t mean 
that we must not work hard to get a good 
GPA or a rank in school, but think about 
it, what makes you exceptional apart from 
knowing the fact that everyone else is 
doing and learning the same thing? The 
learning was no different, but we can do 
something additional. 
Be it any industry that we intend to 
enter as aspiring graduates, even if our 
university or college doesn’t provide us with 
any other industry-based certification or 
personality development lessons, we must 
work towards achieving it.  
For marketing students, the industry-
standard certificates could be Facebook 
Blueprint 310–101, Search Advertising, 
SEMRush SEO Toolkit, Google Analytics, 
or Adwords Fundamentals. Learning 
how to write listicles and advertisements 
will help in the long run. There are also 
company-specific certifications which 
include Amazon marketing certificate or 
Hubspot certificate. The experiences that 
we take must be different from the usual 
internships or volunteering program which 
demonstrates the actual learning or skill 
set that is required as a specialist. 
The list might be industry-specific and 
could go on and on. But this mantra is for 
everyone, if you want to succeed and be 
distinct in what you do, then you must do 
something distinct now. 
Advice for aspiring 
marketing graduates
 › And to everyone else in general
Craig Allan
Staff Writer
When it comes to Italian eateries in the Lower Mainland (LM), the pickings 
are slim. The reason is perplexing, as 
Italian food is some of the best tasting food 
around. That combined with the culture 
make it a most enjoyable eating experience. 
The only chain restaurants you can get 
good Italian food in the area are Old 
Spaghetti Factory (OSF) and Olive Garden 
(OG), but which Italian cuisine specialist 
reigns supreme?
First comes the OSF. The Factory is 
one that many Douglas College students 
may be familiar with as there is a location 
just outside of the New Westminster 
Skytrain Station on Carnarvon and 
Eighth Street. I’m a fan of restaurants 
with character, and OSF in New West has 
character in spades. It has many artifacts 
on the walls like old scales, and a shelf 
filled with random books. I tried grabbing 
one of the books but they were all tied 
together. I’m not sure if they are real books 
or just for the artistic flare. The most noted 
feature of the restaurant is a streetcar in 
the middle of the restaurant with the words 
Westminster and Vancouver Tramway 
Co”. The restaurant is trying to reflect 
the history of the area, which as a fan of 
regional history, I can appreciate. 
For the meal. I went for the classic 
spaghetti and meatballs with red sauce. 
The meal came with the “It’s all included” 
bread, soup, spumoni, and tea or coffee (I 
opted out of the tea or coffee). The soup 
was a tasty minestrone and the bread was 
very good. The highlight though was the 
butter as it came in both regular and garlic. 
Along with its great presentation of being 
placed on a cutting board made the bread a 
truly unique part of the eating experience. 
The spaghetti I found though was not the 
best. I felt they used too much red sauce, 
and the meatballs were not as big as I 
would have liked. Still very good but could 
have been better. The ice cream at the end 
was a nice touch. All in all, a great meal for 
a great price. 
To eat at OG, you have to go far out of 
your way, as the only OG location in the 
Lower Mainland is in Langley. Considering 
OSF has five locations in the LM, the 
Factory wins in the convenience factor. 
The building has character like OSF but 
differently, as OG is set up like an old 
Italian villa with stone walls and brick 
shingles inside the restaurant. 
I ordered the spaghetti and meatballs 
just like at OSF for a controlled test. Just 
like OSF, the OG meal also included 
unlimited soup and breadsticks. The 
breadsticks were delicious. It’s not a loaf 
like at OSF and it does not have the garlic 
butter, but if you are just looking to eat 
without prepping, it has its advantages. 
Next came the soup which for me was the 
highlight. While OSF only served the one 
soup, OG gave me four 
options for soups. I chose 
the chicken and gnocchi 
which was out of this 
world delicious. So hardy 
and creamy. I could have 
subsisted on the soup alone 
and it would have been a 
great meal. Then came the 
spaghetti and meatballs. 
The portion was insanely 
huge to the point that I was 
surprised I was able to get 
through it. I ordered this 
one with meat sauce, which 
was an improvement over 
just red sauce at OSF. The 
meatballs were also bigger, 
though they were an extra 
charge. The meal did not 
come with ice cream at the 
end, but with how hardy 
the food was, there was no 
room for it. In the end, a 
trip to the Langley OG was 
worth it.
OSF wins the battle 
in terms of convenience 
of location, aesthetic, and 
bread, but OG wins in the soup, main 
meal, and service. In the end, OG just 
edges out OSF for Italian food supremacy 
in this eaters book. However, if one is 
looking for a great Italian meal, you can’t go 
wrong with either.
Mambo Italiano!
 › Old Spaghetti Factory vs Olive Garden. Who is better?
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Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 

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issue 14// vol 46 life & style // no. 13
Jacey Gibb
Distribution Manager
Welcome to ‘Bucha Basics, where we 
cover everything there is to know about 
homebrewing kombucha
In my previous article I covered the supplies you’ll need to make kombucha, 
so now it’s time for the actual process. 
Keep in mind: this is only one variation of 
how to make ‘buch. Plenty of other factors 
go into the process, like how hearty your 
SCOBY is, what season you’re brewing 
in, the humidity of your apartment. My 
recommendation is to follow these steps, 
and then conduct research based on how 
your first batch turns out and alter the 
process accordingly.
Note: There are two main parts for 
brewing, which need to be spread out. You 
can do part one in the morning, boogie 
for the rest of the day, and come home to 
finish the brewing, or you can hover like 
a helicopter parent. Whatever fits your 
schedule.
First, pour your 4L of distilled water 
into a large pot, and bring to a light 
simmer. I’m talking just barely bubbling. 
Remove your pot from the stove and add 
one cup of sugar, and stir it. Once you no 
longer see grains of sugar, add eight tea 
bags of black tea (orange pekoe, English 
breakfast) and let them steep for four 
minutes. Make sure you count the tea bags 
as you remove them, so no stragglers get 
left behind and give your kombucha an 
overly bitter taste.
After quadruple-checking that all tea 
bags are removed, cover the pot and let it 
cool down to room temperature. Covering 
the pot slows down the cooling process, but 
it keeps fruit flies and other lil’ guys out. 
If you’re on a tight schedule, transfer the 
liquid to a sanitized container. Regardless 
of your process, it’ll take a few hours before 
you can move on to the next part. If you 
add the SCOBY before the tea has fully 
cooled, you risk damaging the bacteria.
Once your tea is room temperature, 
you can transfer it to a large glass container. 
If you recently purchased a SCOBY, it 
should’ve 
come 
with some 
kombucha of 
its previous 
batch. Slowly 
add part 
of the old 
kombucha, 
then followed 
by the SCOBY 
and the rest 
of the ‘bucha. 
(Enjoy the 
pleasant 
plop the 
SCOBY makes 
when it lands in the tea.) Occasionally the 
SCOBY will sink to the bottom of the jar, 
which is fine. After a few days, the SCOBY 
should float to the surface.
Cover the jar with a semi-permeable 
wrap (cheesecloth, paper towel, whatever) 
so that oxygen can get in, but critters can’t. 
Voilà! You’re partway to completing your 
first batch of kombucha. Place the jar in a 
cool, dark area where you won’t disturb it 
over the next week, and resume living your 
best life.
Over the next week, the SCOBY will 
consume the tea sugar and slowly become 
the fermented beverage you love. This 
concludes the brewing portion of making 
kombucha—tune in next time for the 
fermentation process.
‘Bucha Basics: It’s brew o’clock
 › Your step-by-step guide for day one of kombucha brewing
Michele Provenzano
Staff Writer
The end of the semester is upon us. It can be a stressful time for us all, as final projects are due and exams loom on the horizon. I encourage taking a moment to shift 
perspectives, focusing on gratitude and achievements. Because regardless of your final 
grades or how the semester will affect your GPA, you have something to be proud of. I 
interviewed Douglas College students and asked them to reflect on their fall semester.
Student spotlight
 › End of semester reflections
What are you most proud of accomplishing this 
semester? 
“That I made it through.”
What are you grateful for?
“My friends. They really got me through the semester.” 
What are you looking forward to when the semester 
is over?
“A lot of partying. And Christmas!” 
Do you have a message for students as we head into 
exam season? 
“Guys, just get through it. Just get through your finals and, 
like, there’s light at the end of the tunnel! You’ll be fine.”
Muskan Sharma, a second-year science student
What are you most proud of accomplishing this 
semester? 
“I finished all of my assignments on time and I stayed on 
top of my work, so I’m very proud of that.”
What are you grateful for?
“Dropping two classes. So I’m less stressed about my other 
classes.”
What are you looking forward to when the semester 
is over?
“Quitting school and becoming a farmer. No, I’m just 
kidding. I’m looking to make a better time plan for myself, 
setting up new goals for school, and just overall, I want to 
stay more interactive in school so I want to join more clubs 
and stuff.”
Do you have a message for students as we head into 
exam season? 
“Just get your work done on time. Do it on the day you got 
it instead of just waiting until the last week. And use sticky 
notes! It helps me a lot. Use sticky notes.”
What are you most proud of accomplishing this 
semester? 
“Managing my time well enough to find time to go out with 
friends.”
What are you grateful for?
“Friends I’m able to talk to on a daily basis and who help 
me with papers.” 
What are you looking forward to when the semester 
is over?
“Puzzles! Doing some puzzles.”
Do you have a message for students as we head into 
exam season? 
“Take your time. Pace yourself. Take study breaks. And 
make sure that you try to focus on the big things and not 
try to remember all of the tiny details.”
Aiden Kim, a first-year business student
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Reese Plesko, a second-year arts student
OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story?
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
• The annoying tradition of gift giving
• Men like female-led action movies
• The difference between and Dom and 
a prick explained
...and more
EG Manilag
Staff Writer
The most wonderful time of the year is almost here, you guys! What better way 
to feel the holiday spirit than listening to 
Christmas songs? They really add colour 
to the season, be it the classic songs or 
the new ones. Whenever I see Christmas 
decorations hanging and hear those sleigh 
bells ringing from holiday jingles, it evokes 
nostalgic feelings. But there’s one song that 
gives me the ultimate Christmas nostalgia: 
Mariah Carey’s “All I Want For Christmas 
Is You.” The song is not only catchy, but is 
also meaningful. Although there are some 
surveys that report the song as the most 
annoying holiday piece ever, the bop has 
many positive aspects that outshine any 
negative aspects. I think it is still a great 
seasonal song to this day.
What I love about this song is its 
overall musicality. The melody and tempo 
are so amazing that they make your fingers 
snap and your body move around, the 
chorus is insanely catchy and very easy to 
memorize, and the instruments remind 
you of the season of gathering, merriness, 
and joy. It’s purely a universal song that 
has no religious standing and no age 
requirement—it’s the perfect equalizer 
as a holiday song. Carey’s jingle simply 
portrays love and love alone—a thing we 
can all relate to. It centers on the idea that 
we should be more excited to see our loved 
ones and spend time rather than focusing 
on the material things. We should all have 
this kind of motivation every holiday, it 
really makes sense. 
Another great thing about “All I Want 
For Christmas Is You” is that it never gets 
old. The song’s popularity really stood 
against the test of time. Recently, the 1994 
holiday anthem broke three world records. 
Just last week according to the Guinness 
World Records’ website, Carey’s holiday 
hit song achieved the title for the highest-
charting holiday song on the Billboard 
US Hot 100 by a solo artist; it is the most 
streamed track on Spotify in 24 hours 
(female); and the most weeks (20) in the 
UK singles Top 10 chart for a Christmas 
song. The music also had some successful 
covers sang by famous Canadian singer-
songwriters, particularly Michael Bublé 
and Justin Bieber. Because of these awards 
and music covers, the classic song will stay 
evergreen.
Despite the song reaching all those 
glorious feats, it’s still failed to please 
everybody. An electronic survey conducted 
by Huawei asked the British public to give 
and rank 10 holiday songs they thought 
were annoying. It comes as no surprise that 
“All I Want For Christmas Is You” is ranked 
first. It might be because it’s played too 
much in malls and restaurants, or it might 
be because their ears were just worn out 
due to hearing the same tune repeatedly. 
These reasons still won’t undervalue the 
song itself. 
To me, Mariah Carey’s jingle is one of 
those childhood songs that we really liked 
but eventually got tired of. Those were 
the songs we repeatedly played for hours, 
giving us unlimited goosebumps. Now, if 
we remember those songs, we either get 
emotional because we know for a fact that 
their meaning is never lost. It’s still great 
and always will be.
Make my wish come true
 › Mariah Carey’s ‘All I Want For Christmas Is You’ is still a great Christmas song
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Jessica Berget
Editor-in-Chief
Elizabeth Banks has been the subject of scrutiny as of late because of her 
comments on her recently released 
directed (and produced and starred) film, 
Charlie’s Angels (2019), and in my opinion, 
rightfully so. Her comments blame men 
for the success (rather, non-success) of her 
newest film. But don’t take my word for it, 
take a gander at exactly what she said.
During a Fast Company interview, she 
explains her process of directing movies 
and describes how she shot it through 
a feminist lens and makes it all about 
powerful women. Which is all fine and 
dandy—who doesn’t love a good action 
movie starring powerful women? What 
I take issue with what she says after this. 
“My real plea is for men to have enough 
empathy to go see movies starring women, 
because I’ve been asked to see movies 
starring men my whole life, and happily 
have done so, and I don’t know why men 
don’t return the fucking favour.” Well guess 
what Elizabeth, you don’t have to plea. 
Men can, will, and have been the biggest 
supporters of movies starring women—
they just don’t want to see your movie 
because it looks bad.
Putting aside for one second the 
dozens of female-led movies men have 
flocked to see, how rude is it for Banks to 
say men don’t have enough empathy to 
see female starring movies, as if empathy 
has anything to do with film success or 
what makes people decide to see a film in 
theatres. If your movie looks good, people 
will see it; it’s not a matter of empathy, it’s 
a matter of making a good product that 
people will want to pay money to watch. 
Putting the blame on men is a lazy way to 
explain why your film did so bad in the box 
office. Furthermore, why is it on men to see 
the movie, maybe there are lots of women 
who don’t want to see your movie either—
me, for one. Maybe it just doesn’t look good 
no matter what gender you are. 
Back to the female-led action films. 
Have we forgotten about Alien 1 and 2? 
Lara Croft Tomb Raider? Terminator? 
Ghost in the Shell? The Hunger Games? The 
newer Star Wars films? Wonder Woman? 
Captain Marvel? Kill Bill 1 and 2?!?!?! I 
could go on… These are all female-led 
action movies that did very well in the 
box office and are regarded as classics, 
and men happen to be a major part of the 
support of these films. In fact, in a Fandom 
Entertainment YouTube video, they show 
a graph including data from US company 
PostTrak of the breakdown of the gender 
demographics of the opening weekend 
successes of female-led films. As shown 
on the infographic, the majority of the 
people seeing these actions films are men. 
So, Banks shouldn’t be complaining about 
men not seeing her movie because they 
simply don’t like female-led movies—it’s an 
obvious fallacy. 
But she’s not done complaining yet. 
In another interview with The Herald 
Sun, Banks says “If this movie doesn’t 
make money, it reinforces a stereotype in 
Hollywood that men don’t go see women 
do action movies.” Maybe, just maybe, your 
movie isn’t making money because it’s... 
not… good? 
Her newly released Charlie’s Angels 
has already notoriously tanked, only 
making about $8.6 million in the box office 
during its opening weekend. Until she 
stops illogically blaming men for her film’s 
successes or failures, I don’t think any of 
them will be box office hits. 
I wouldn’t Elizabeth Bank on it
 › Men like female-led action movies—yours just looks sucky 
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Keeghan Rouleau
The Link (CUP)
It’s fantastic that the fluidity and range of sexual pleasure is constantly being 
expanded upon in our generation but, for 
fuck’s sake, stop abusing people under the 
guise of “kink.”
We all know, by now, different 
people get off to different things, and 
more and more of these acts are being 
normalized through online discussion 
and personal openness. This comes with a 
risk though: making kink a normal aspect 
of everyday sexuality normalizes it. It 
doesn’t just normalize kink for those who 
use whips, chains, cuffs, names, roles, and 
whatever else excites them for pleasure 
and exploration of their own and their 
partner’s sexuality. It also normalizes the 
idea of kink for those who use the power of 
dominance for their own gain alone. What 
makes kink so beautiful and powerful is 
the careful dance between two partners, it 
doesn’t work unless everyone involved is, 
well, involved. 
Abusers are out there, unfortunately. 
With kink culture becoming more 
apparent in our generation, there’s bound 
to be times that these kinds of people try 
to pass off their own self-centered desires 
as “kinky.” In a growing subculture, abuse 
and absolute trust can be strangely hard to 
differentiate. 
One of the most common kinky 
practices is to have a dominant and a 
submissive partner in the bedroom or 
relationship, known colloquially as dom/
sub. The way this usually works, of course 
there being a million exceptions and 
variations, is during sexual play the dom 
takes the lead by telling, moving, and 
influencing the sub, while the sub enjoys 
being “helpless” and under the control of 
the dom. 
Notice the quotation marks around 
“helpless.” This, like all kinky scenes and 
playing, are between the sexual partners 
involved. Any power one may hold over 
another is agreed upon and mostly an 
illusion, for the pleasure of everybody 
involved. One of the best examples I’ve 
found is in a book entitled The Loving 
Dominant by John Warren. 
The scene described is one in 
which the submissive is tied down 
to a bed, with the dominant 
dripping hot wax from a 
burning candle onto her skin. 
The important observation 
in this scene is when the 
submissive would wince at the 
burning wax, the dominant 
would move his hand higher 
and let the wax fall further, 
cooling it down. 
It was as if the submissive 
was controlling the dom’s hand 
with her reactions. Although it 
may appear that she’s powerless, 
tied to a bed and unable to move, 
she’s actually in just as much control as 
the dominant. She can ask for more or 
less, or to stop altogether at any time. 
This, of course, is only true when the 
kinky play is between two consenting and 
communicating partners. 
Here are some quick questions to 
ask yourself to determine if you’re really 
a dominant, sexually mature individual, 
or a prick with a power complex. Do you 
want to be dominant because that trust 
from a submissive is a wonderful feeling of 
intimacy, like no other you’ve ever known? 
Congrats, you sound like a respectful and 
caring kinkster. 
Do you get frustrated, even angry, 
when you can’t control every desire and 
action of your partner? Watch out buddy, 
you might be an asshole. Do you think of 
yourself as vulnerable in your dominance, 
understanding the great deal of trust 
that you’re placing in your submissive by 
expressing yourself this way with them? 
That’s great! It seems to me like you take 
your relationship with your sub seriously, 
they’re lucky to have you. 
Do you practice new kinks such as 
spanking, choking, spitting, degrading, 
biting, etc. without first ensuring these are 
things your sub enjoys and wants in the 
moment?  Then you’re not a dominant, 
not kinky, not sexy, you’re just an asshole. 
You are not entitled to any more pleasure 
than your partner(s) are comfortable 
helping you feel.
Don’t ‘at’ me: You’re not kinky, 
you’re just an asshole
 › The difference between and Dom and a prick explained 
Craig Allan
Staff Writer
It’s that time of year again. The holiday season where we eat copious amounts of 
food, enjoy or maybe endure the endless 
versions of 'Let it Snow', and engage in 
some of the North American society’s 
longest running traditions. But there is one 
tradition that is getting more annoying year 
after year: gift giving. 
To be clear, I am not against giving 
gifts to the people I care about—I love 
doing it. I love analysing and researching 
my loved ones’ tastes and needs and 
finding unique and creative gifts for 
them—that is quite fun. However, as the 
years have gone on, it has gotten 
harder for me to find new and 
innovative gift ideas for my family. 
For example, my brother is 
now in a position where he makes 
more money than I do. Anything he 
wants he can just buy for himself, 
so it makes it difficult to get him 
something that he will use or like 
when if he wants something he can 
just buy it for himself. Worse, his 
birthday is on Christmas Eve, so after 
struggling to try and come up with 
a good gift for his birthday, I have to 
double down to find him a good gift 
for Christmas. 
Christmas is not the only time 
where I have trouble finding a great 
gift. For instance, my mother’s 
birthday is in April. She is especially 
difficult to shop for because every time I 
ask her what she would like, she gives the 
same answer: “peace and quiet.” There are 
times where I pull out a Herculean effort 
and really find a great gift, but then I have 
to reset again because three weeks later, 
here comes Mother’s Day.
When it comes to good gifts, my dad 
used to be the easiest one. He likes sports 
books, breakfast, and a lot of other things. 
Recently, it has even gotten harder to shop 
for him as last year he told me he does not 
want any more books or clothes, which 
eliminates a large majority of the gifts I can 
give him. I can’t just keep giving him coffee 
and gift cards because that can get old, 
and let’s face it, gift cards are the laziest 
gift. I know they are convenient, and the 
recipient can use them a lot more than 
then can a physical item, but I find they 
lack a level of thoughtfulness. I want to give 
a gift to my dad and to my other loved ones 
that’s a real surprise—not a gift that merely 
musters an “oh thanks” and is forgotten. 
But the pressure of gift-giving during 
holidays and birthdays usually leaves 
people with this last option
Usually I pull through (at least I 
think I do) but with the fact that my 
parents really don’t need any more stuff, 
my brother being able to buy much cooler 
things than I can ever afford, and the fact 
that I will be going to university full-time 
for the next three years, it is going to be 
hell trying to not look like I am half-assing 
the gifts I am giving. I wish I could just 
give gifts to the people I love when I find 
something that is great for them, not for a 
holiday or birthday simply because it’s an 
obligation.
Right now, there is a shirt at the store 
I work at that has the Grinch on it that 
says “Original Grinch” that I think would 
be great for my brother. Instead of waiting 
until Christmas, where he will get it and 
have to put it away in a closet until next 
year, I’m going to buy it and give it to him 
as soon as I can so he can wear it during 
the holiday season. Christmas gifts and 
birthday gifts are nice, but if it is true that 
it’s the thought that counts, then let’s pull 
off the veil off the holidays and just give the 
gifts to the people we love when we find the 
best gift. No matter what day of the year it 
is.
The annoying tradition of gift giving
 › Why the obligation?
Ph
o
to
 b
y 
B
ill
y 
B
u
i
Humour
Have an idea for a story?
 humour@theotherpress.ca
(March 21 – April 20)
That secret-santa gift 
exchange you’re planning to take part in? 
Feeling the need to “win” it, you’ll go way 
over the ten-dollar price limit, making 
all of your friends look bad. You’ll feel 
pretty satisfied with yourself and your 
self-proclaimed generosity. But it’ll kinda 
suck when your friends stop talking to you 
altogether.
(April 21 – May 20)
After a stressful semester, 
you’ve been looking forward to relaxing on 
winter break. You can’t wait to spend a week 
in bed and binge watch the new season 
of Nailed It. But your friends and family 
members are gonna be all annoying and 
actually want to see you. They’ll even drag 
you to an outdoor holiday themed event. 
Ugh.
(May 22 – June 22)
You’re a child at heart, 
Gemini, and proud of it. But the holidays 
are just another painful reminder that you 
aren’t an actual child anymore. No, you’re 
an adult with responsibilities. And the 
truth is that the holiday season just isn’t as 
magical as it once was. Does life only get 
harder? What’s the meaning of it all?
(June 22 – July 23)
           Basically Gemini’s 
dilemma, but worse. As hard as you’ll try to 
distract yourself from feelings of nostalgia, 
they’ll keep you up at night. But you know 
everyone’s tired of hearing you whine about 
stuff, and you feel bad about bumming 
people out during the holidays, so you’ll 
bottle up all your negative emotions. Maybe 
you’ll even explode on someone!
(July 24 – Aug 23)
Everyone’s off celebrating 
with their loved ones and forgetting to give 
you the attention you deserve.
(Aug 24 – Sept 23)
Being out of classes, you’ve 
lost structure in life, so you’re kinda going 
off the rails. That A- final grade will haunt 
you. You’ll spend the entire holiday dinner 
analyzing that one comment your cousin 
made towards you. And when your loved 
ones open the gifts you give them, you’ll 
torture yourself by not believing they’re 
telling the truth when they say they like 
them.
(Oct 24 – Nov 22)
Your psychic tendencies are 
kind of a hindrance around this time of year. 
You know exactly what gifts your friends are 
getting you… meaning you know you’re not 
getting any. You’re truly torn, feeling the 
need to put up a tough front at all times, but 
deep down, you want to sing along every 
time “All I Want For Christmas Is You” plays.
(Jan 21 – Feb 19)
There’s too much suffering 
and injustice in the world for you to fully 
enjoy the winter break. Not to mention 
the commercialization of the holidays 
undermining what’s truly meaningful 
about the season. You’ll spend your 
time contemplating mass culture and 
consumerism and just how soon the planet’s 
gonna go up in flames.
(Feb 20 – Mar 20)
Always in tune with the 
emotions of others, you’ll feel shitty over 
the holidays knowing that everyone else is 
feeling shitty over the holidays. You won’t 
even be able to pinpoint why you’re feeling 
down. There’s nothing like being sad and 
confused.
(Dec 22 – Jan 20)
    You’ll spend the break 
busy trying to settle on the perfect New 
Year’s resolution. So preoccupied, you’ll 
forget to even enjoy the time off. You’re also 
trying to figure out whether you think New 
Year’s resolutions are stupid or not, so you’ll 
decide to just call it a “goal” so you can feel 
better about it.
(Nov 23 – Dec 21)
You’re trying to be 
optimistic. You’re making plans for the 
break. They aren’t travel plans, though, 
which bums you out. You live for the 
excitement of New Year’s Eve and its 
promise of new beginnings. But that feeling 
is fleeting—reality will hit in January when 
you’re placed right back into the same 
old monotonous routines. You know you 
won’t have any novel experiences until next 
summer, Sagittarius.
(Sept 24 – Oct 23)
Indecisive as ever, you’ll put 
off shopping for gifts until the last minute. 
I’m talking the day of the gift exchange. 
You’ll end up scouring the corner store for 
something snazzy that you hope you’ll be 
able to pass off as having put some thought 
into. The guilt will unbalance you.
Horoscopes Michele ProvenzanoStaff Writer
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...seriously, apply for a job, people!
The 
Other 
Press is 
hiring!
Got a good scoop? 
Engaged in the college community? 
The Other Press is looking for a News Editor.  
Pay: $117.50 per issue 
Send your resume, writing samples, or questions over to  
editor.otherpress@gmail.com
Are you opinionated? Passionate? Want to 
get paid for  your rants and raves?  
The Other Press wants you 
as our Opinions Editor. 
Pay: $113.50 per issue 
Email your resume, writing samples  
or questions about the position to 
editor.otherpress@gmail.com
The Other Press 
is hiring!
Write for the Udder Press! 
The Other Press is hiring for Humour Editor. 
Pay: $113.50 per issue 
Send your resume, writing samples, 
or questions about the position to 
editor.otherpress@gmail.com
The Other Press is hiring!
Get paid to draw! 
The Other Press is looking for Staff Illustrators 
Send your resume, drawing samples, or questions 
to editor.otherpress@gmail.com
The Other Press is hiring!
YOUR ART
 HERE
How the holidays will disappoint you according to your sign
issue 14// vol 46 humour // no. 17
The 'Other' Other Press
 › In the news this week...
Erin Meyers
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Creative Works
Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
It was a broad-lipped, wide white tub basking in the frosted light of the window to its right. One that exuded wealth. 
Much nicer than my parents' narrow, tan tub back at home. The bathtub sat off to the right in the en suite of my 
Grama's bedroom, the walls of the en suite were painted a faded dusty rose with a white trim. Her towel rack always 
contained stacks of too-fresh towels—the ones you find in Bath & Beyond that leave lint on a freshly washed body. 
Surrounding three sides of the bathtub was a built-in counter with many glass bowls and jars filled full of seashells, 
bars of soap in the shapes of various flowers, scents, and small, round pieces of colourful glass. I remember admiring 
them, but never wanting to touch anything. Not out of fear of repercussion, but rather out of respect for a setup that 
never truly seemed to fit the warm, caring old woman that was my Grama. She always seemed to have powdery soft 
possessions that didn't seem, to me, to be hers. As if her mother, whom I had never met, passed them down to her. 
I wasn't sure that her soaps and towels ever got used to be honest, like I was the only one to ever have a bath in this 
large tub. But they must've, they were swapped out occasionally enough, and nothing ever collected dust. Nervous 
of messing up the precise display lining the bathtub, I gingerly climbed in and out with as much care as I could 
each bath, conscious of wherever the droplets of water from my body landed. I would occupy as little surface area 
as I could, sulking cross-legged in the lukewarm water that barely came over my knees.
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
slurred voices and some sort of
Rum                                 or vodka
apple spilled dripping on our matching fits of
                                              Everything skin
decorated with glitters,
                         perlers,
                         beading eyes
Zephyr frost not on our summer skin
but on our frost-bitten conscious decisions, our
Zodiacs are aligning, fiery aries, aquarius, look up and
sizzle with my drink doused in more
champagne or some other sort of
substance, sticky sweet
scent of your grapefruit pink
lips, too soft, and i’m hoping
i’ll never see them again.
how embarrassing to have
forgotten your name
like you did mine,
                               for m
The Tub
our
queen
on the 
northwest
stage
ComiCs & Puzzles
ACROSS
1. . Geese formation
4. Negative prefix
7. Sibling, for short
10. Recede
13. “Jolly __ Saint 
Nicholas…”
14. French article
15. Taiwanese pol. party 
(abbr.)
16. Fair Folk
17. Romantic abbr.
18. Canadian news network
19. “__ rooftop, reindeer 
pause…”
21. “__ with boughs of 
holly…”
24. Maiden name lead-in
25. Before
26. Famed cellist
30. Drug suppliers
33. Hammer target
34. School org.
35. “O Christmas tree, o 
Christmas tree, how 
lovely are thy __...”
38. Goals (abbr.)
41. The loneliest number
43. Pub drink
44. Family card game
45. “We three kings __ 
are…”
48. Young fellow
50. Biblical twin
51. Doggone
54. Large rodent
57. Kind of (suffix)
58. Painting or sculpture, 
e.g.
60. “Chestnuts roasting 
__...”
64. “__ ye merry 
gentlemen…”
67. Japanese island, with 
“Jima”
68. Corpulent
69. Former name of Tokyo
70. Modern
71. Battering item
72. “__ the season to be 
jolly…”
73. Superman villain Luthor
74. Clock changing abbr.
75. Seeing organ
76. Sneaky
DOWN
1.. Empty space
2. Talk show host 
DeGeneres
3. Inferred
4. Passage for ventilation
5. “__ snow is glistening…”
6. Harsh
7. Seabird
8. Suggest
9. Fraser Valley First 
Nations group
10. Baby newt
11. Scrooge’s cry
12. Farewell
20. ’90s boy band
22. Retain
23. Flavourful plant
27. Hawaiian island
28. Countenance
29. Additionally
31. French for “to you”
32. Spanish mrs.
36. “Jingle bells, jingle bells, 
jingle __...”
37. Tidy
38. Verse
39. Type of investment acct. 
(abbr.)
40. Fly high
42. Finale
46. Hearsay (US sp.)
47. Half of a sextet
49. Hard of hearing
52. Hope
53. Floats aimlessly
55. Ceaseless (2 wds.)
56. Zaps
59. Path
61. Abbr. on food packaging
62. Alaskan city
63. Crafts-selling site
64. Harden
65. Poem of praise
66. Publicly and 
maliciously identify 
online
Weekly crossword: Winter fsetivals
By Caroline Ho, Web Editor
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Weekly crossword: The sounds of Christmas!
Caroline Ho
Web Editoreekly crossword: The sounds of Christmas!
By Caroline Ho, Web Editor
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20
21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31 32 33
34 35 36 37
38 39 40 41 42 43 44
45 46 47 48 49
50 51 52 53
54 55 56 57 58 59
60 61 62 63
64 65 66 67 68
69 70 71 72
73 74 75 76
Coquitlam Kiosk:
December 19th - January 5th
New West Office:
December 21st - January 5th
 
See you in the New Year!
J
C
The DSU will be closed for
the Holidays-
